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Phonemic Awareness
WHAT IS IT?
 

● Ability to identify individual 
speech sounds in words 
(blending, segmenting, 
manipulating)

● Foundational skill critical for 
learning to read any alphabetic 
writing system

● Facilitates decoding & 
encoding/spelling

HOW TO SUPPORT
 

● Play “I Spy” with beginning, 
middle, or ending sounds

      I Spy something that starts with /t/

● Blend or segment words with 
2-5 phonemes/sounds

   Tell me all the sounds in cat: /c/ /a/ /t/
   
      I’ll say the sounds, you tell me the
      word: /sh/ /a/ /k/ - shake



Phonics
WHAT IS IT?
 

● Explicit teaching of the 
predictable relationships 
between phonemes (sounds) 
and graphemes (letters)

● Phonics is the key to accurate 
word reading and spelling

HOW TO SUPPORT
 

● Phonics Scavenger Hunt

Find the target skill (ch, vowel team 
ea) in books at home, write & read list 
of found words

● Phonics Board Games (with 
target skill or high frequency 
words)



Let’s Try It!
Orthographic mapping 

is when a connection is 

made between the 

sounds we hear in 

words and the letters 

that represent those 

sounds so that we 

recognize a word 

instantaneously. 



Fluency
WHAT IS IT?

● The ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression.
● All three of these fluency characteristics: rate (speed), accuracy, and prosody 

are required in order to read with fluency.
● Fluency is an essential skill that bridges accurate word reading with proficient 

reading comprehension.
● If a student has difficulty with any of the components of fluency, it can 

negatively impact their ability to make meaning.

HOW TO SUPPORT
● Model reading with good fluency at home as you read aloud with your student.

○ Echo Reading, Partner Reading, Paired Reading



Vocabulary
Vocabulary plays an important role in learning to read 
and is key to reading comprehension
● developed through oral language, listening 

comprehension, and reading comprehension

■ Morphological Awareness - understanding that 
word parts can carry meaning and by adding these 
word parts (base words, affixes, roots) they can 
change meaning



Let’s Try It!



Comprehension
WHAT IS IT?
● Our ULTIMATE goal
● Influenced by both decoding skills and content knowledge
● Influenced by student’s oral language and vocabulary knowledge
● Most complex skill

Infinity graphic - all of these components must be firmly in place in order for reading 
comprehension to occur




